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BLOCK ISLAND RACE WEEK (JUNE 21–25) – Part Two of Two: The Races 
 
Day 1 
“Somehow mother nature knows that a regatta is starting. So the great 
weather you have been having is probably going to change,” said the  
meteorologist for race week, Chris Bedford. The sailors and race committee 
awoke to a thick fog that had settled on the island and surrounding Block  
Island Sound. Monday looked like the best wind for the Round the Island 
Race, an 18 mile counter clockwise course. The first Round the Island race of 
the week was not the scenic course everyone looks forward to in the fog. 

 
 

Day 2 
The course was announced at 9:00, with a harbor start at 9:30, and the first boat over 
the start line at 11:00. There are 3 race circles and each boat is given an exact time and 
sequence to go over the start in a designated fleet. Fog lifted overnight but storm clouds 
began to form due to Tropical Depression Claudette, forcing boats to contend with  
8-10 foot swells throughout the day.

On The Pond

Day 3 
Mid point of race week a light breeze was expected 
so the course was shortened, but instead the wind 
shifted to a predominant sea breeze and continued 
to fill for a full day of racing with an abundance of 
competition.

Day 4 
A beautiful day for a lap 

around the Island, this 
time with stunning views 

and some of the best  
racing conditions in 

Round-the Island history. 
The sunny skies, and 

southeasterly winds of  
10-12 knots provided 

ideal conditions for the 
158 boats.

(Our thanks to Briggs Whiteford for the information used  
in this article.) 
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